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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even rf timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) (xl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Aug 26, 2002 



2a) 5(1 This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
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FINAL REJECTION 



ORIGINAL CLAIM REJECTIONS — 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 



The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

1 . Independent claims 1 & 52 and dependent claims 2-5 1 and 53-66 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Masi et al. 6,105,001 (15/08/2000) [US M: 
15/08/1997] class 705/14 (herein referred to as " Masi ") in view of Rosen 5,453,601 
(26/09/1995) class 705/65 (herein referred to as " Rosen "). 

As per claim 1, Masi (col. 2, 11. 13-62) discloses: "an exemplary non-cash 
payment and commission system according to the invention. The system is adapted for 
managing purchases of goods or services by members (i.e., persons or distributors) of a 
network marketing . . . organization. . . . the proprietor of each merchant location agrees 
to provide a discount for each purchase of goods or services by the member as a 
proportion of the purchase price of such goods or services, or as a fixed amount per 
purchase. . . . a computer site being used to sell products through a network. . . . The 
terminal . . . is then operative to activate the electronic communication interface . . . to 
establish an electronic data connection . . . with a debit authorization and transaction 
processor. . . . In embodiments wherein the communication interface . . . comprises a 
modem, the data connection . . . may be a telephonic connection. In other embodiments, 
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alternative known methods of electronic data transmission may be employed to establish 
the data connection. ..." 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 19-40) discloses: "When a purchase is approved, the 
authorization processor . . . transmits an electronic authorization signal along the data 
connection . . . to the purchase processing terminal . . . at the merchant location. . . . 
When a purchase is approved by the processor . . . the processor . . . then establishes a 
data connection . . . with an automated clearing house (ACH) processor. . . . The ACH 
processor . . . is further connected with an electronic funds transfer network 18 for 
effecting electronic transfers of funds among a merchant account . . . a member account 
. . . and an organization account. . . . For each purchase, the authorization processor . . . 
instructs the ACH processor . . . to effect the following electronic fund transfers: a debit 
to the member account . . . a credit to the merchant account . . . a debit to the merchant 
account . . . and a credit to the organization account . . . in the amount of the discount or 
fixed amount. " 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 42-44) discloses: "the authorization processor . . . is configured to 
transmit purchase data to a commission management system . . . maintained by the 
network marketing organization. " 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 58-64) discloses: "a Personal Business Volume field . . .for 
storing a record of purchase discounts, or a portion thereof attributable to the member 's 
use of the debit card. . . ." 
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Masi (col. 4, 11. 12-14) discloses: "stores the new value of the member's Personal 
Business volume in the member's record . . . in the database, . . . " 

Masi (col. 5, 11. 1-6) discloses: "Member A would be required to accumulate $50 
of Personal Business volume in order to qualify for receipt of commissions, ..." 

Masi (col. 5, 11. 17-20) discloses: "In an alternative embodiment, the payment 
processor subsystem . . . may effect an electronic fund transfer . . .from the organization 
account . . . to the member account. . . . " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; 
col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that 
suggest: "A method of performing a transaction between a merchant and a member with 
electronic scrip, comprising: receiving information relating to the transaction between the 
merchant and the member, including a transaction amount; automatically debiting an 
account of the member by the transaction amount; automatically crediting a predetermined 
merchant portion of the transaction amount to an account of the merchant; and 
automatically crediting a predetermined balance portion of the transaction amount to at 
least one of a sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "electronic scrip" even though Masi (col. 5, 11. 17- 
20; and col. 3, 11. 19-40) discloses "an electronic fund transfer" which suggests electronic 
scrip. 



♦ 
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Rosen (the ABSTRACT; and col. 4, 11. 6-12) discloses "electronic money. " The 
Examiner interprets the disclosure of "electronic money " as equivalent to "electronic 
scrip" within the context of the claims of the instant invention; therefore, 

Rosen proposes "electronic money" modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that "electronic money" would have been 
selected in accordance with "electronic scrip" because such selection would have 
facilitated online commercial transactions; and it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the "electronic money " 
modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because such 
"electronic money" would have been "interchangeable with conventional paper 
money " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor. . . ." even though Masi (col. 3, 
11. 23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
distributor. . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have 
applied to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic 
money distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi 





Serial Number: 09/313,297 



(Kawan et al.) 



6 



Art Unit: 3622 



because such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided 
means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional 
paper money, . . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

As per claim 2, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim L (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
"Terminal" for "data entry. . . . " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "receiving information further comprises entering 
the information at a terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention that a "Terminal" for "data entry. . . . " would have 
been selected in accordance with "receiving information further comprises entering the 
information at a terminal. . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online 
commercial transactions. 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that 
suggest "a scrip distributor"; (see the rejection of claim 1 supra ). 



As per claim 3, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 2. (See the 
rejection of claim 2 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) shows a "network. ..." 
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Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
"Terminal" for "data entry. . . . " . _ 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the terminal coupled over a network at least one 

of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor " even though Masi (FIG. 1, el. 

18; col. 3, 11. 23-27; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows 
elements that suggest "the terminal coupled over a network at least one of a system 

manager terminal and a scrip distributor " It would have been obvious to a person of 

ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1, el. 
18; col. 3, 11. 23-27; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would 
have been selected in accordance with "the terminal coupled over a network at least one 
of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor. . . ." because such selection would 
have facilitated online commercial transactions. 

As per claim 4, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 2. (See the 
rejection of claim 2 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
"Terminal" for "data entry. . . . " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a merchant terminal"; even though Masi (FIG. 1 ; 
col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a "Terminal" for "data 
entry. ..." that suggests same. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; 
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col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would have been selected in accordance with "a 
merchant terminal. . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online commercial 
transactions. 

As per claim 5, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 2. (See the 
rejection of claim 2 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows 
elements that suggest "entering data for the member from a scrip card at the terminal." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "entering data for the member from a scrip card at 
the terminal"; even though Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 
51-52) suggests same. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 
41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would have been selected in accordance with "entering data 
for the member from a scrip card at the terminal. . . ." because such selection would have 
facilitated online commercial transactions. 

As per claim 6 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 5. (See the 
rejection of claim 5 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11 51-52) shows 
elements that suggest "entering data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at 
the terminal." 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "entering data for the member from a magnetic 
stripe scrip card at the terminal"; even though Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col 2, 11. 41- 
42; and col. 2, 11. 5 1-52) suggests same. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 1; col. 
2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) would have been selected in accordance 
with "entering data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at the terminal. . . ." 
because such selection would have facilitated online commercial transactions. 

As per claim 7 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 5. (See the rejection, of 
claim 5 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-47; col. 2, 11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows elements that 
suggest "entering data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at the terminal." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "entering data from an application on a smart s card for the 
member at the terminal." 

Rosen (col. 2, 11. 15-22) discloses "smart cards 

Rosen proposes "smart card" modifications that would have applied to the non-cash 
transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the smart card" modifications of Rosen with the non-cash 
transaction system of Masi because such electronic money distribution modifications would have been 
provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper 
money. ..." (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-1). 
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As per claim 8 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 5. (See the rejection of 
claim 5 supra). 

Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) shows elements that suggest "the c further 
comprises an account number for the member." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the data further comprises an account numb the member"; 
even though Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3,11. 58-62) suggests same. It would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 2, 
11. 24-27; and col 3, 11. 58-62) "encoding member information thereon, such as by magnetically 
encoding an account number of the member on a magnetic stripe. ..." would have been selected 
in accordance with "the data further comprises an account number for the member . . . ." because 
such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 9 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra ). 

Masi (col. 4,11. 4-13; and FIG. 1, el. 26) discloses a: "commission management system 
.... "; the Examiner interprets this disclosure as suggesting a system manager. 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-30) discloses an "ACH processor . . . to effect . . . electronic fund 
transfers .... "; the Examiner interprets this disclosure as suggesting "a scrip distributor . . . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-30; 

col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." 
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Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." . I . ' 

Rosen p roposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of M: because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have provided means distributing electronic money that was ''interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving information further comprises: receiving 
the information by at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip 
distributor at a scrip distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 
3, 11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; 
col. 3,11. 46-47: col. 4, 11. 45-48) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein receiving 
information further comprises receiving the information by at least one of a system manager at a 
system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." because such 
electronic money distribution would have provided means distributing electronic money that was 
"interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 



As per claim 10 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 9. (See the rejection of 
claim 9 supra ). 



• 
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Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 55-58) in view 
of the disclosure of Rosen_(the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) show elements that 
suggest "wherein receiving information further comprises receiving the information by a system 
manager at a system manager from a merchant terminal . . . ." 

Masi (col. 3,11. 23-27; and FIG. 1, el. 18) discloses a: "network " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the information further comprises receiving 
the information by the system manager at the system manager from the merchant terminal over a 
network." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 3,11. 23-27; r FIG. 1, el. 18) discloses a: "network. " 
combined with the disclosure of MasL(col. 4, 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; 
and col. 1,11. 55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 
45-48) would have b, selected in accordance with "wherein receiving the information further 
comprises receiving the information by the system manager at the system manager from a merchant 
terminal over a network . . . ." because such electronic money distribution would have provided 
means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with convention paper money . 
. . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

As per claim 1 1 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 9. (See the rejection of 
claim 9 supraV 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-2 7; and FIG. 1,18) discloses a: "network. " 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the information further comprises receiving 
the information by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal from a merchant terminal over 
a network." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Masi (col 3, 11. 23-27; and FIG. 1, el. 18) disclosing a" "network", 
combined with the disclosure of MasL(col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; 
and col. 1, 11. 55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 
45-48) would have been selected, accordance with "wherein receiving the information further 
comprises receiving the information by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal from a 

merchant terminal over a network " because such electronic money distribution over a network 

would have provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen col. 4,11. 9-10). 

Claim 12 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 9. 

Claim 13 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 10. 

Claim 14 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 11. 

As per claim 15, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 12. 
Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) shows elements that suggest "the member account 
number." 
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Masi (col. 2, 11. 64-67) discloses showing "the identity of the merchant " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the request further comprises receiving data 
identifying at least one of the member account and the merchant." It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 2, 11. 
24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) "encoding member information thereon, such as by magnetically encoding 

an account number of the member on a magnetic stripe " would have been selected in accordance 

with "receiving data identifying at least the member account number and the merchant " because 

such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions." 

As per claim 16 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the rejection of claim 
1 supra V 

Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-2 7; and FIG. 1,18) discloses a: "network " 
Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting further comprises automatically 
sending a request for the transaction from a terminal over a network to at least one of a system 
manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal. . . ." It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
disclosure of Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-27; and FIG. 1, el. 18) disclosing a: "network", combined with the 
disclosure of Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55- 
58) n view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48 would have 
been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically debiting further comprises automatically 
sending a request for the transaction from a terminal over a network to at least one of a system 
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manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal 
because such electronic money distribution over a network would have provided means for 
distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money .... " (See 
Rosen col. 4,11 9-10). 

As per claim 17 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 16. (See the rejection of 
claim 16 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the request to system manager 
further comprises receiving the request by the system manager at the system manager terminal." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "automatically sending 
the request to the system manager further comprises receiving request by the system manager at the 
system manager terminal . . . ." were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at 
the time of the invention; it would have obvious to include the concept and the advantages of 
"automatically sending the request to the system manager further comprises receiving the request 
by the system manager at the system manager terminal . . . ." because such a concept and 
advantages were known to make computer operation and management more intuitive. 

As per claim 18 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 7. (See the rejection of 
claim 17 supra). 

Masi (col. 2,11. 24-27; and col. 3,11. 58-62) shows elements that suggest "the data further 
comprises an account number for the member." 



Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 1 6 

Art Unit: 3622 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the request by the system manager further 
comprises receiving data by the system manager identifying at least or the member account and the 
member." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 2, 11. 24-27; and col. 3, 11. 58-62) "encoding member 
information thereon, such as by magnetically encoding an account number of the member on a 
magnetic stripe . . . . " would have been selected in accordance with "wherein receiving the request 
by the system manager further comprises receiving data by the system manager identifying at least 
one of the member account and the member . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated 
online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 19 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 8. (See the rejection of 
claim 18 supra ). 

Masi (col. 2, 11. 48-55; col. 2, 11. 64-67; col. 3,11. 1-12; and col. 5, II. 53-67)shows elements 
that suggest "wherein receiving the data by the system manager further comprises confirming a 
balance by the system manager in the identified member account adequate to cover the transaction 
amount." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the data by the system mangy further 
comprises confirming a balance by the system manager in the identified member account adequate 
to cover the transaction amount." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (col. 3, 11. 1-12) "assessing whether there is 
an acceptably low risk of do fault on the amount of the purchase, . . . the authorization processor 



Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 1 7 

Art Unit: 3622 

may make such determination obtaining access to a member's debit account balance . . . . " would 
have been selected accordance with "wherein receiving the data by the system manager further 
comprise confirming a balance by the system manager in the identified member account adequate to 

cover the transaction amount " because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 

commercial transactions. 

As per claim 20 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 19. (See the rejection of 
claim 19 supra) . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "confirming the balance by the system manager further 
comprises confirming the balance by the system manager in at least one account of the member 
selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a member checking account, and a 
member savings account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "confirming the balance 
by the system manager further comprises confirming the balance by the system manager in at least 
one account of the member selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a member 
checking account, and a member savings account. ..." were well known and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept 
and the advantages "confirming the balance by the system manager further comprises confirming the 
balance by the system manager in at least one account of the member selected form a group consisting 

of a member scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings account " because 

such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 21 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 16. (See the rejection of 
claim 16 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the request to the scrip 
distributor further comprises receiving the request by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor 
terminal." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of 
"automatically sending the request to the scrip distributor further comprises receiving the request by 

the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal " were well known and expected in the art 

by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been, obvious to include the 
concept and the advantages of "automatically sending the request to the scrip distributor further 

comprises receiving the request by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor terminal " because 

such a concept and advantages were known make computer operation and management more 
intuitive. 

As per claim 22 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 21 . (See the rejection of 
claim 21 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the request by the scrip distributor further 
comprises receiving data by the scrip distributor identifying at least of the member account and the 
member." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein receiving the 
request by the scrip distributor further comprises receiving data by the scrip distributor identifying 
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at least one of the member account and the member 11 were known and expected in the art by one 

of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and 
the advantages of "wherein receiving the request by the scrip distributor further comprises receiving 
data by the scrip distribute identifying at least one of the member account and the member. . . 
."because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 23 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 22. (See the rejection of 
claim 22 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein receiving the data by the scrip distributor further 
comprises confirming a balance by the scrip distributor in the identified member account adequate to 
cover the transaction amount." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein receiving the 
data by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming a balance by the scrip distributor in the 
identified member account adequate to cover the transaction amount. ..." were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious 
to include the concept and the advantages "wherein receiving the data by the scrip distributor further 
comprises confirming a balance by the scrip distributor in the identified member account adequate to 

cover the transaction amount "because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 

commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 24 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 23. (See the rejection of 
claim 23 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "confirming the balance by the scrip distributor further 
comprises confirming the balance by the scrip distributor in at least one account of the member 
selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a member checking account, and a 
member savings account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "confirming the balance 
by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming the balance by the scrip distributor in at least one 
account of the member selected form a group consisting of a member scrip account, a member 
checking account, and a member savings account. ..." were well known and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept 
and the advantages "confirming the balance by the scrip distributor further comprises confirming the 
balance by the scrip distributor in at least one account of the member selected form a group consisting 

of a member scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings account " because 

such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 25, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. 
Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting the member account further 
comprises automatically debiting at least one account of the member selected from a group consisting 
of a scrip account, a banking account, and a checking account." 
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"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically 
debiting the member account further comprises automatically debiting at least one account of the 
member selected from a group consisting of a scrip account, a banking account, and a checking 
account. ..." were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
automatically debiting the member account further comprises automatically debiting at least one 
account of the member selected from a group consisting of a scrip account, a banking account, and 
a checking account . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 
commercial transactions. 

As per claim 26 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 25. (See the rejection of 
claim 25 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting the member account further 
comprises storing data in the member scrip account representing member scrip credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
automatically debiting the member scrip account further comprises storing data in the member 
scrip account representing member scrip credit . . . ." were well known and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the 
concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically debiting the member scrip account further 
comprises storing data in the member scrip account representing member scrip credit . . . ." 
because such selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 27 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 26. (See the rejection 
of claim 26 supra V 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the data representing member scrip credit further 
comprises transferring the member scrip credit from at least one of a sponsoring organization 
account and a scrip distributor account. 11 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein the data 
representing member scrip credit further comprises transferring the member sc. credit from at 
least one of a sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account . . . ." were well 
known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have 
been obvious to include the concept and the advantage "wherein the data representing member 
scrip credit further comprises transferring the member scrip credit from at least one of a 
sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account . . . because such selection 
would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 28 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 27. (See the rejection 
of claim 27 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein transferring the member scrip credit to the 
organization account further comprises storing data in the organization account representing 
organization scrip credit." 
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"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
transferring the member scrip credit from the organization account further comprises storing data 
in the organization account representing organization scrip credit . . . ." were well known and 
expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; would have been obvious 
to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein transferring the member scrip credit from 
the organization account further comprises storing data in the organization account representing 
organization scrip credit . . . because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 
commercial transactions. 

As per claim 29 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 28. (See the rejection 
of claim 28 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing the data representing organization scrip 
credit further comprises transferring the organization scrip credit from scrip distributor account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein storing the 
data representing organization scrip credit further comprises transferring the organization scrip 
credit from a scrip distributor account. . . ." were well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have bf obvious to include the concept and the 
advantages of "wherein storing the data representing organization scrip credit further comprises 
transferring the organization scrip credit from a scrip distributor account . . . because such 
selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 30 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 29. (See the rejection 
of claim 29 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein transferring the organization scrip credit further 
comprises storing data in the scrip distributor account representing distributor s credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
transferring the organization scrip credit further comprises storing data in the scrip distributor 
account representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." were well known and expected in the art by 
one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the 
concept and the advantages of "wherein transferring the 

organization scrip credit further comprises storing data in the scrip distributor account 
representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online 
individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 31 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 30. (See the rejection 
of claim 30 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing the data representing distributor scrip 
credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from the merchant. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein storing the 
data representing distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit 
from the merchant. . . ." were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the 
time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of 
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"wherein storing the data representing distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the 

distributor scrip credit from the merchant " because such selection would have facilitated 

online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 32 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 27. (See the rejection 
of claim 27 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein transferring the member scrip credit from the scrip 
distributor account further comprises storing the data in the scrip distributor account 
representing distributor scrip credit." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein transferring 
the member scrip credit from the scrip distributor account further comprise: storing the data in the 
scrip distributor account representing distributor scrip credit . . . ." were well known and expected 
in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include 
the concept and the advantages of "wherein transferring the member scrip credit from the scrip 
distributor account further comprises storing the data in the scrip distributor account representing 
distributor scrip credit . . . ." because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 
commercial transactions. 



As per claim 33 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 32. (See the rejection of 
claim 32 supra ). 



# 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing the data representing distributor scrip credit 
further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from the merchant." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein storing the 
data representing distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from 

the merchant " were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at the time of 

the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
storing the data representing distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip 

credit from the merchant " because such selection would have facilitated online individualized 

commercial transactions. 

As per claim 34 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting further comprises 
automatically sending confirmation of the debit to the merchant." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically 
debiting further comprises automatically sending confirmation of the deb the merchant . . . ." were 
well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at I time of the invention; it would have 
been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of "wherein automatically debiting further 
comprises automatically sending confirmation of the debit to the merchant . . . ." because such 
selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 35 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 34. (See the rejection of 
claim 34 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the confirmation further 
comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the merchant at a merchant terminal over a 
network." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "where automatically 
sending the confirmation further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the merchant 
at a merchant terminal over a network . . . ." were well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the 
advantages of "wherein automatically sending the confirmation further comprises automatically 
sending the confirmation to the merchant at a merchant terminal over a network . . . because such 
selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 36 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 35. (See the rejection of 
claim 35 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically sending the confirmation further 
comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the merchant terminal over the network by at 
least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip 
distributor terminal." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "when automatically 
sending the confirmation further comprises automatically, sending the confirmation to the merchant 
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terminal over a network by at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip 
distributor at a scrip distributor terminal . . . were well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the 
advantages of "wherein automatically sending the confirmation further comprises automatically 
sending the confirmation to the merchant terminal over a network by at least one of a system manager 

at a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal " because such 

selection would have facilitated online individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 37 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting further comprises 
automatically storing merchant loyalty point credit for the member in connection with transaction 
amount." 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 13-60; col. 3,11. 62-64; col. 4, 4-65; and col. 
5, 11. 1-67) shows elements that suggest "wherein automatically debiting further comprises 
automatically storing merchant loyalty point credit for the member it connection with the transaction 
amount." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of MasL(the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col 1, 11. 13-60; col. 3, 11. 62- 
64; col. 4, 11. 4-65; and col. 11. 1-67) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein 
automatically debiting further comprises automatically storing merchant loyalty point credit for 
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the member in connection with the transaction amount 
provided a means "to attract potential customers." 

As per claim 38 Masi in view of RosetLshows the method of claim 37. (See the rejection of 
claim 37 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein storing further comprises automatically storing 
tuition credit for the member in connection with the transaction amount based attaining a threshold 
level of stored loyalty point credit." 

Masi (col. 1, 11 42-43) discloses providing "enrollment incentives . . . . " The Examiner 
interprets "enrollment incentives "as suggesting "tuition credit " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 13-60; col. 3, 11.62-64; col. 4-65; and col. 
5, 11. 1-67) shows elements that suggest "wherein storing further comprises automatically storing 
tuition credit for the member in connection with the transaction amount based on attaining a threshold 
level of stored loyalty point credit." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 
11. 13-60; col. 3, 11. 62-64; col. 4, 11. 4-65; and col. 5, 11. 1-67) would have been selected in accordance 
with "wherein storing further comprises automatically storing tuition credit for the member in 
connection with the transaction amount based on attaining a threshold level of stored loyalty point 
credit . . . ." because such selection would have provided a means "to attract potential customers." 
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As per claim 39 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion further 
comprises automatically determining the merchant portion according to predetermined merchant 
percentage of the transaction amount." 

Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45) discloses "enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " 

Masi (col. 3, II. 38-40) discloses "a credit of $20 paid to the merchant account . . . 

tt 

Masi (col. 5,11. 22-25; col. 5, II. 53-54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest 
"wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion further comprises automatically determining 
the merchant portion according to a predetermined merchant percentage of the transaction amount." 
It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that 
the disclosure of MasL(col. 1,11 43-45; col. 3, 11. 38-40; col. 5, 11. 22-25; col. 5, 11 53-54; and col. 4, 
11. 30-67) would ha, been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
portion further comprises automatically determining the merchant portion according to a 
predetermined merchant percentage of the transaction amount . . . because such selection would 
have provided a means to 'provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 
43-45)). 



As per claim 40 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 39. (See the rejection of 
claim 39 supra ). 
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Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "wherein automatically determining 
the merchant portion further comprises automatically consulting a look-up table for the predetermined 
merchant percentage." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the merchant portion 
further comprises automatically consulting a look-up table for the predetermined merchant 
percentage." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 2 at the time of the 
invention that the disclosure of MasL(FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) would have been selected in accordance 
with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion further comprises automatically 
determining the merchant portion according to a predetermined merchant percentage of the 
transaction amount . . . ." because such selection would have provided a means to "provide 
enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 41 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 40. (See the rejection of 
claim 40 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "automatically consulting the look-up 
table. . . ." 

Masi (FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1,11. 43-45; col. 3,11. 38-40; col 5,11. 22-25; col. 5,11. 53-54; 
and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest "storing the predetermined merchant percentage in 
the look-up table in a database. ..." 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor terminal " even though Masi (col. 3, 

11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor. . 

(I 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor terminal." 

Rosenproposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of h because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1 55-58) in 
view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, II. 45-48) would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein receiving; information further comprises receiving the 
information by at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor 

at a scrip distributor terminal " because such electronic money distribution would have provided 

means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money. 
. . ." (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically consulting the look-up table further 
comprises storing the predetermined merchant percentage in the look-up table in a database coupled 
over a network to at least one of a system manager terming and a scrip distributor terminal." It would 
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have been obvious to a person of ordinary in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure 
of Masi in view of Rosen would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically 
consulting the look-up table further comprises storing the predetermined merchant percentage in the 
look-up table in a database coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager termini 

and a scrip distributor terminal "because such selection would have provided a means to "provide 

enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 45)). 

As per claim 42 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra ). 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-4 col. 3, 11. 58- 
64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: "wherein 
automatically crediting the merchant portion. . . And "a system manager. . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-27; 

col 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." 

Rosenproposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because such electronic money distribution 
modifications would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was 
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"interchangeable with conventional paper money . ..." (See Rosen_(col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. .26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 

55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting merchant portion 
further comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion of the transaction by at least one of 
a system manager and a scrip distributor . . . because such electronic money distribution would 
have provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional 
paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 43 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 42. (See the rejection of 
claim 42 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3,11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col 3, II. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58- 

64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements the suggest: "wherein 

automatically crediting the merchant portion. . . and "a system manager . . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor terminal " even though Masi (col. 3,11. 

23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor terminal 
ii 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor terminal." 
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Rosenproposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of Ma because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 

Masi (col. 4, 11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 55-58) in 
view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion by the system 
manager further comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion by the system manager at a 
system manager terminal coupled over a network to a database storing the merchant account . . . ." 
because such electronic money distribution would have provided means for distributing electronic 
money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9- 



As per claim 44 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 43. (See the rejection of 
claim 43 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3,11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58- 

64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: "wherein 

automatically crediting the merchant portion. . . ." 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor terminal . 
. . ." even though MasL(FIG. 1; col. 3,11. 23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements 
that suggest "a scrip distributor " and "a scrip distributor terminal " 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor . . . ." and l! a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of M because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi (col. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3, 11. 23-30; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1 55-58) in 
view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein automatically crediting the merchant portion by the scrip 
distributor further comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion by the "a scrip distributor 
terminal . . . ." coupled over a network to a database storing the merchant account . . . because 
such electronic money distribution would have provided means for distributing electronic money that 
was "interchangeable with conventional paper money .... " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 45 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra ). 
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Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44, col. 3,11. 
58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: 
"automatically crediting a predetermined balance portion of the transaction amount to the scrip 
distributor account . . . ." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "electronic scrip" even though Masi (col. 5,11. 20; and col. 3, 
11. 19-40) discloses "an electronic fund transfer" which suggests electronic scrip. 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; and col. 4, 11. 6-12) discloses "electronic money, " The Examiner 
interprets the disclosure of "electronic money" as equivalent to "electronic scrip" within the context 
of the claims of the instant invention; therefore, 

Rosenproposes "electronic money" modifications that would have applied to the non-cash 
transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary, skill in the art at the 
time of the invention that "electronic money" would have been selected in accordance with "electronic 
scrip" because such selection would have facilitated online commercial transactions; and it would 
have been obvious to a person, ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the 
"electronic money" modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi b ecause 
such "electronic money" would have been "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " 
(See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3, 11. 23-27; 

col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." 



Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 38 

Art Unit: 3622 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of M because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "automatically crediting the predetermined balance portion 
to the scrip distributor account further comprises automatically determining the balance portion for 
the scrip distributor account according to a predetermined scrip distributor percentage of the 
transaction amount . . . 

It would have been obvious to a person-of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
that the above "balance portion" disclosure of Masi in view of the above "scrip modifications of 
Rosen would have been selected in accordance with "automatically crediting the predetermined 
balance portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises automatically determining the 
balance portion for the scrip distributor account according to a predetermined scrip distributor 
percentage of the transaction amount. . . . because such selection would have provided means for 
distributing loyalty incentives. 



As per claim 46 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 45. (See the rejection of 
claim 45 supra ). 
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Masi (FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col: 3,11. 
42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest 
"automatically determining the balance portion . . . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3, 11. 23- 

27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11.55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip distributor. . 



Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." 

Rose proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 

person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because such 
electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen 
(col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the balance portion for 
the scrip distributor account further comprise[sic] automatically consulting look-up table for the 
predetermined scrip distributor percentage." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the 
ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11.13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 
12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; 
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col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11 45-and col. 4,11. 9-10) would have been selected in accordance with 
"wherein automatically determining the balance portion for the scrip distributor account further 
comprise[sic] automatically consulting a look-up table for the predetermined scrip distributor 

percentage " because such selection would have provided a means to ^provide enrollment 

incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 47 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 46. (See the rejection 

of claim 46 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a "Terminal" for 

"data entry " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of M the scrip distributor . . . ." even though Masi (c 3,11. 23- 
27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip distributor " 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to 
the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications 
of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of M because such electronic money distribution 
modifications would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was 
"interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically consulting the look-up table 
further comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a network, at least one of a 
system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58- 
64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 1 20) would have been selected in accordance 
with "wherein automatically consulting the" look-up table further comprises storing the look-up 
table in a database coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a 
scrip distributor terminal. . . ." because such selection would have provided a means to "provide 
enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 48 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1. (See the rejection of 
claim 1 supra). 

MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-4 col. 3, 11. 
42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that 
suggest "automatically crediting the predetermined balance portion the sponsoring organization 
account further comprises automatically determining the balance portion for the sponsoring 
organization account according to a predetermined sponsoring organization percentage of the 
transaction amount." 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein "automatically crediting the predetermined 
balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprise automatically 
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determining the balance portion for the sponsoring organization account according to a 
predetermined sponsoring organization percentage of the transaction amount." It would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention that the disclosure of Masi 
(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 
3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. and col. 5, 11. 17-20) would have been selected in accordance 
with "wherein "automatically crediting the predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring 
organization account further comprises automatically determining the balance portion for the 
sponsoring organization account according to a predetermined sponsoring organization 
percentage of the transaction amount . . . ." because such selection would have provided 
a means to "provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 49 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 48. (See the rejection of 
claim 48 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42- 
44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest 
"automatically determining the balance portion " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the balance portion for 
the sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically 

consulting a look-up table for the predetermined sponsoring organization percentage. ..." would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 

invention that the disclosure of Masj_(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 13-62; col. 3,11. 




• 



Serial Number: 09/313,297 



(Kawan et al.) 



Art Unit: 3622 

19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58-64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5, II. 17-20) would have 
been selected in accordance with "wherein automatic determining the balance portion for the 
sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically consulting a look-up table for the 
predetermined sponsoring organization: percentage . . . because such selection would have 
provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43- 



As per claim 50, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 49. (See the rejection of 
claim 49 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

Masi (FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a "Terminal" for 
"data entry . . . . " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor . . . ." even though Masi (col. 3, 11. 23- 
27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip distributor. . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." 

Rosen p roposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 

person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money 
distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of h because such electronic 
money distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing electronic money 
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that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically consulting the look-u table further 
comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a network at least one of a system 
manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi (FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the 
ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12- 
14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) would have been selected in accordance with "wherein 
automatically consulting the look-up table further comprises storing the look-up table in a database 
coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 
. . ." because such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to 
merchants . . . . " (See MasL(col. 1,11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 51 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 48. (See the rejection of 
claim 48 supra ). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically determining the balance portion for 
the sponsoring organization account further comprises automatically deducts a previously received 
percentage of the transaction amount from the balance portion for the sponsoring organization 
account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "where automatically 
determining the balance portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises 
automatically deducting a previously received percentage of the transaction amount from the balance 
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portion for the sponsoring organization account, were well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the 
advantages of "wherein automatically determining the balance portion for the sponsoring organization 
account further comprises automatically deducting a previously received percentage of a transaction 

amount from the balance portion for the sponsoring organization account " because such selection 

would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (See Masi (col. 



Claim 52 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 1. 



Claim 53 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 2. 



Claim 54 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 4. 



Claim 55 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 3. 



Claim 56 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 5. 



1,11. 43-45)). 



Claim 57 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 6. 
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As per claim 58 Masi in view of Rosen shows the system of claim 52. (See t rejection of claim 
52 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2, 11. 51-52) shows a 
"Terminal" for "data entry " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "the scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3, 11. 23- 

27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "the scrip distributor " 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor." 

Rosen p roposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi , It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of N, because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein automatically debiting means further comprises a 
merchant terminal coupled over a network to at least one of a system mangy terminal and a scrip 
distributor terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention that the disclosure of Masj_(FIG. 2; FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1 ; col. 2,11. 13-62; 
col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein automatically debiting means further 
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comprises a merchant terminal coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal 
and a scrip distributor terminal . . . because such selection would have facilitated online 
individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 59 Masi in view of Rose n shows the system of claim 58. (See the rejection of 
claim 58 supra ). 

Masi (TIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3,11. 23-27) discloses a "network ..." 
MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a "Terminal" for 
"data entry " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip manager terminal " even though h (col. 3,11. 23- 

27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11.55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip manager terminal 



Rose (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
manager terminal . . . 

Rosen proposes "scrip manager terminal . . . modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic, money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of 1 because such "scrip manager terminal . . . ." modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
convention, paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11.9-10)). 



it 
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Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the debiting means further comprise database storing 
the member account coupled over the network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a 
scrip manager terminal." It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention that the disclosure of MasL(FIG. FIG. 3; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; 
col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein the debiting means further comprises a 
database storing the member account coupled over the network to at least one of a system manager 
terminal, and a scrip manager terminal . . . because such selection would have facilitated online 
individualized commercial transactions. 

As per claim 60 Masi in view of Rosen shows the system of claim 59. (See the rejection of 
claim 59 supra). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the member account further comprises least one of 
the member scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings, account." 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "where the member 
account further comprises at least one of the member scrip account, a member checking account, and 
a member savings account . . . ." were well known and expected in the art by one of ordinary skill at 
the time of the invention; it would have been obvious to include the concept and the advantages of 
"wherein the member account further comprises: at least one of the member scrip account, a member 

checking account, and a member savings account " because such selection would have facilitated 

online individualized commercial transactions. 
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As per claim 61 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 52. (See t rejection of 
claim 52 supra). 

Masi (FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

MasL(FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 36-37; col. 2,11. 41-42; and col. 2,11. 51-52) shows a "Terminal "for 
"data entry " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58- 
64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: "wherein the 
means for crediting the merchant portion . . . ." and "a system manager . . . 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." even though Masi (col. 3,11. 

23-27; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1,11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest "a scrip distributor terminal 
if 

Rose (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a scrip 
distributor terminal." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the non- 
cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen with 
the non-cash transaction system of Masi . because such electronic money distribution modifications 
would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable 
with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen col. 4, 11. 9-10). 



Serial Number: 09/3 13,297 (Kawan et al.) 50 

Art Unit: 3622 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "wherein the means for crediting the merchant portion further 
comprises a database storing the merchant account coupled over a network to at least one of a system 
manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." 

Masi (col 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 

55-58) in view of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) 
would have been selected in accordance with "wherein the means for crediting merchant portion 
further comprises a database storing the merchant account coupled to a network to at least one of 
a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal . . . ." because such electronic money 
distribution would have provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable 
with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 62 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 61 . (See rejection of claim 
61 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "a look-up table. . . ." 

MasL(FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1,11. 43-45; col. 3, 11. 38-40; col. 5, 11. 22-25; col. 5, 11. 53- 

54; and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest "the merchant portion stored the database 
it 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "wherein the means for crediting the merchant, portion 
further comprises a look-up table of predetermined merchant percentage for determining the merchant 
portion stored in the database . . . ." 
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Masi (col. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. .1 55-58) would 
have been selected in accordance with "wherein the means for crediting merchant portion further 
comprises a look-up table of predetermined merchant percent for determining the merchant portion 
stored in the database . . . ." because such selection would have provided a means to ^provide 
enrollment incentives to merchants. ..." (See Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)). 

As per claim 63 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 52. (See t rejection of 
claim 52 supra). 

MasL(FIG. 1, el. 18; and col. 3, 11. 23-27) discloses a "network " 

MasL(FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1,11 43-45; col. 3,11. 38-40; col. 5,11. 22-25 col. 5,11. 53-54; 
and col. 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest "the merchant portion stored in the database. 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor . . . and "a scrip distributor terminal 

" even though MasL(col 3, 11. 23-27; col. 5, 11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-5) shows elements that 

suggest "a scrip distributor . . . ." and "a scrip distributor terminal. . . ." 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3, 11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 
scrip distributor terminal." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have applied to the 
non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine the electronic money distribution modifications of Rosen 
with the non-cash transaction system of M because such electronic money distribution modifications 
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would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4J1. 9-10)). 

Masi (col 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1 55-58) in view 
of the disclosure of Rosen_(the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11 45-48) would have been 
selected in accordance with "means for crediting the predetermined portion to the scrip distributor 
account further comprises a database storing the scrip distributor account coupled over a network 
to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 1 ' 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "means for crediting the predetermined portion the scrip 
distributor account further comprises a database storing the scrip distributor account coupled over 
a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal." It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 

at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi in view of Rosen would have been selected 
in accordance with "means for crediting the predetermined portion to the scrip distributor account 
further comprises a database storing the scrip distributor account coupled over a network to at least 

one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal " because such selection would 

have provided a means to ^provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (see Masi (col. 1, 11. 
43-45)) and because such scrip (i.e., electronic money) would have provided means for distributing 
electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 
4,11. 9-10)). 
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As per claim 64 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 63. (See rejection of claim 
63 supra ). 

MasL(FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "a look-up table " 

MasL(FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1,11. 43-45; col. 3,11. 38-40; col. 5,11. 22-25 col. 5,11. 53-54; 

and col 4,11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest a "portion stored ii database " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3,11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58- 

64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5,11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements t suggest: "means for crediting 

the predetermined balance portion to the scrip distributor account " 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of "a scrip distributor " even though Masi (col. 3,11. 23-27; 

col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 1, 11. 55-58) shows elements that suggest distributor " 

Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4,11. 45-48) shows elements that suggest "a 

scrip distributor." 

Rosen proposes electronic money distribution modifications that would have 
applied to the non-cash transaction system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the elements and 
limitations of money distribution modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of 
Masi . because such electronic money distribution modifications would have been provided means 
for distributing electronic money that was "interchangeable with conventional paper money. ..." 
(See Rosen (col. 4,11. 9-10)). 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined balance 
portion to the scrip distributor account further comprise a look-up table or predetermined scrip 
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distributor percentage for determining the scrip distributor portion stored in the database." It would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
disclosure of Masi in view of Rosen would have been selected in accordance with "wherein the means 
for crediting the predetermined balance portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises a 
look-up table or predetermined scrip distributor percentage for determining the scrip distributor 
stored in the database . . . ." because such selection would have provided a money distribution 
modifications of Rosen with the non-cash transaction system of Masi because such electronic money 
distribution modifications would have been provided means for distributing electronic money that was 
"interchangeable with conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 65, Masi in view of Rosen shows the system of claim 52. 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "means for crediting the predetermined balance portion to 
the sponsoring organization account further comprises a database storing the sponsoring organization 
account coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor 
terminal." 

Masi (col. 4,11. 4-13; FIG. 1, el. 26; col. 3,11. 23-30; col. 5,11. 17-20; and col. 55-58) in view 
of the disclosure of Rosen (the ABSTRACT; col. 3,11. 46-47; col. 4, 11. 45-48) would have been 
selected in accordance with "means for crediting the predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring 
organization account further comprises a database storing the sponsoring organization account 
coupled over a network, at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal . 
..." because such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives r 
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merchants " (see Masi (col 1, 11. 43-45)) and because such scrip (i.e.,. electronic money) would 

have provided means for distributing electronic money that ^^'interchangeable with conventional 
paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 66 Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 65. (See the rejection of 
claim 65 supra ). 

Masi (FIG. 2; and FIG. 3) shows elements that suggest "a look-up table " 

Masj_(FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; col. 1, 11. 43-45; col. 3, 11. 38-40; col. 5, 11. 22-25 col. 5, 11. 53- 

54; and col. 4, 11. 30-67) shows elements that suggest a "portion stored in the database " 

Masi (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2,11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3,11. 42-44; col. 3,11. 58- 
64; col. 4,11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5,11. 17-20) shows elements that suggest: "means for 
crediting the predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization account 

Masi lacks an explicit recital of: "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined 
balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprises look-up table of 
predetermined sponsor organization percentage for determining the sponsor organization 
portion stored in the database." It would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention that the disclosure of Masi in view of Rosen would have been 
selected in accordance with "wherein the means for crediting the predetermined balance 
portion to the sponsoring organization account further comprises a look-up table of 
predetermined sponsor organization percentage for determining the sponsor organization 
portion stored in the database. ..." because such selection would have provided a means to 
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"provide enrollment incentives to merchants . . . . " (see Masi (col. 1, 11, 43-45)).. 



NEW CLAIM REJECTIONS — 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) 

2. Dependent claims 67-69 are rejected under U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Masi in view of Rosen . 

As per claim 67, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 1 . (See the 
rejection of claim 1 supra). 

Masi (col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; (col. 4, 11. 
12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42- 
44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that 
suggest the elements and limitations of claim 67. 

Masi lacks an explicit recitation of "providing a scrip clearing center having data 
processing resources. . . 

Rosen (whole document) shows elements that suggest "providing a scrip clearing 
center having data processing resources. . . ." 

Rosen proposes "scrip clearing center" modifications that would have applied to the 
system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the disclosure of Rosen with the teachings of Masi because 
such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives for merchants 
. . . . " (see Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)) and because such scrip (i.e., electronic money) would 



Serial Number: 09/3 1 3,297 (Kawan et al.) 57 

Art Unit: 3622 

have provided means for distributing electronic money that was" interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 

As per claim 68, Masi in view of Rosen shows the method of claim 67. (See the 
rejection of claim 67 supra ). 

Masi (col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; (col. 4, 11. 
12-14; col. 5, U. 1-6; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42- 
44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows elements that 
suggest the elements and limitations of claim 68. 

Masi lacks an explicit recitation of "crediting a predefined scrip sponsoring 
organization portion of the transaction amount to an account for the scrip sponsoring 
organization. . . 

Rosen (whole document) shows elements that suggest "crediting a predefined scrip 
sponsoring organization portion of the transaction amount to an account for the scrip 
sponsoring organization. . . 

Rosen proposes "scrip crediting" modifications that would have applied to the 
system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the disclosure of Rosen with the teachings of Masi because 
such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives for merchants 
. . . . " (see Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)) and because such scrip (i.e., electronic money) would 
have provided means for distributing electronic money that was' 'interchangeable with 
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conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 1L 9-10)). 

As per claim 69, Masi (col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; col. 3, 11. 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58- 
64; (col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; col. 2, 11. 13-62; col. 3, 11. 19-40; 
col. 3, 11 42-44; col. 3, 11. 58-64; col. 4, 11. 12-14; col. 5, 11. 1-6; and col. 5, 11. 17-20) shows 
elements that suggest the elements and limitations of claim 69. 

Masi lacks an explicit recitation of "providing a scrip clearing center having data 
processing resources. . . ." 

Rosen (whole document) shows elements that suggest "providing a scrip clearing 
center having data processing resources. . . 

Rosen proposes "scrip clearing center" modifications that would have applied to the 
system of Masi . It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the disclosure of Rosen with the teachings of Masi because 
such selection would have provided a means to "provide enrollment incentives for merchants 
. . . . " (see Masi (col. 1, 11. 43-45)) and because such scrip (i.e., electronic money) would 
have provided means for distributing electronic money that ^^"interchangeable with 
conventional paper money . . . . " (See Rosen (col. 4, 11. 9-10)). 
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RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS— 707.07(f) 

3. The following is an excerpt of MPEP 707.07(f): "Where the [Applicant traverses any 
rejection, the examiner should . . . take note of the [Applicant's argument and answer the substance 
of it" 

Applicant's arguments filed 08/26/2002 (Amendment A, paper #13, pp. 5-9) have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive for the following reasons: 

Applicant's response amounts to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable 
invention. Furthermore, the fact that the Applicant has recognized another advantage which would 
flow naturally from following the suggestion of the prior art cannot be the basis for patentability when 
the differences would otherwise be obvious. See Ex parte Obiaya, 227 USPQ 58, 60 (Bd. Pat. App. 
& Inter. 1985). 

For these reasons stated above, original the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejections are maintained. 

RESPONSE TO RELIANCE ON COMMON KNOWLEDGE IN THE 
ART OR "WELL KNOWN" PRIOR ART— 2144,03 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 08/26/2002 (Amendment A, paper #9, pp. 8-9) have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive for the following reasons: the arguments do not present 
appropriate challenge to the taking of Official/Judicial Notice because such challenge is not timely 
filed. "Applicant must seasonably challenge well known statements and statements based on personal 
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knowledge when they are made. (See MPEP 2144.03, August 2001, pp. 2100-129 and 2100-30). 
Therefore, the "Official Notice" or common knowledge or well-known in the art statement is 
taken to be admitted prior art because Applicant's traversal is inadequate. 



ACTION IS FINAL 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new arguments of rejection presented in this Office 
action, and there is no reason why said amendment could not have been submitted in an earlier 
response. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the 
date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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CONCLUSION 



5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
BOX AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 
(703)305-7687 (for formal communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) or 
(703) 305-7687 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 
(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 

Hand delivered responses may be brought to: 
Seventh Floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park V 
2451 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 305-3801. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 





Patent Examiner 




November 18, 2002 



